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May 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR
| "HE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGUNCE

SUBJECT:

-

The Ré_scue of the S5 Mayaguez and its Gr@wi - !
] : ' :

In the aftermath of the operation to vescue the SS Mayaguez and 1te
crew, 1 consider it es sential that we evaluate, as 2 means of insuriag
the most effective posgible performance in future crises, the mmanner
4in which this_opei‘ation was planned and conducted.
in order to facilitate this EValuaﬁion, 1 would like to receive, on o
_Pi'iori'&y basis, the following: ;
: o |

{a} A detailea and comprshensive chronological expositicn ol

\/ . events and sotivities from the time of the seizurs of the

" .88 Mayagues through the completion of the evacuaticr =i

‘Marines from Koh Tang Island, focussed ou the activitice
of the intelligence community.

\ (b) A copy of eachinstruction, verbal or written, jusuec DY
ww . . .
you or in your name to olther elements of the intelliyr-nce
community or to the field, from the time of the basic
planning decisions made at -th'e‘_r_Na.tional Security Council
x/\ meeting at 10:30 p.m. on May T3>through the evacuation
. from Koh Tang Island, ’TW/JMN(

. \ l g () Any observations oY suggestiofis which you considex would
“‘F‘MP e Cisnedi - . contribute to improvement in the ability of the Natioal
338 %‘.’/}i“.éﬁt\.q |§'5¥Q\\ 19ence Security Council machinery to deal effectively ,}}’it}‘ crisis
: , {fuations. - | Cutd e
This cvaluation should be conducted on a very close hold basis. The
material in (b) above gshould be submitied by noon, Tussday, May 20,
and the remainder by close of business Friday, May 23, Ihave
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requested ﬂxmxl'xr submissions from the Sccretary of Sh,tc, the
" Secretary-of Defense, and the Assistant to the Pr CaldCﬂL Ior atzongl

Sccurity Affairs,
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